ECCLESIASTES

While our sermon series will focus on Ecclesiastes,

we invite you into two books of wisdom literature that
sit side by side in Scripture—yet speak with very
different voices.

Ecclesiastes asks the hard questions. It wrestles with
life’s uncertainty, injustice, beauty, and brevity. It
reminds us that life can feel mysterious and elusive—
that not everything fits neatly into simple answers.

Proverbs offers wisdom with clarity and confidence. It
teaches us how to live well: to walk in wisdom, pursue
humility, speak carefully, work diligently, and fear God.
Its wisdom is practical, grounded, and often
straightforward.

Together, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes give us a fuller
picture of wisdom. Proverbs teaches us the patterns of
wise living; Ecclesiastes teaches us how to trust God
when life feels unpredictable or unresolved. One
offers guidance for the path. The other offers honesty
for the journey.

Both invite us to fear God, pay attention to life under
the sun, and seek wisdom in every season.



o

m ECCLESIASTES

Genre: Wisdom literature — reflective poetry and
philosophical observation
Traditional author: Solomon, identified as “the
Teacher” or “Qoheleth” (“one who gathers/teaches”)
Approximate date: Traditionally around 940 BC;
some scholars suggest a later final compilation date
Main theme: Wrestling honestly with the meaning of
life “under the sun” and the limits of human
understanding
Key verse: “Meaningless! Meaningless!... Everything is
meaningless.” — Ecclesiastes 1.2
Closing key verse: “Fear God and keep his
commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind.”
— Ecclesiastes 12:13

o Other important verses: Ecclesiastes 3:1 — There

is a time for everything...
o Ecclesiastes 3:11 — He has made everything
beautiful in its time

Focus: Life’s mystery, mortality, work, pleasure,
injustice, time, and learning to receive life as a gift
from God



READING PLAN

ECCLESIASTES

Week 1 (June 29-July 3)

Mon: Ecclesiastes 1:1-11, Proverbs 1,2
Tue: Ecclesiastes 1:12-18, Proverbs 3,4
Wed: Ecclesiastes 2:1-11, Proverbs 5
Thu: Ecclesiastes 2:12-16, Proverbs 6,7
Fri: Ecclesiastes 2:17-26, Proverbs 8

Week 2 (July 6-10)

e Mon: Ecclesiastes 3:1-22, Proverbs 9
Tue: Ecclesiastes 4: 1-12, Proverbs 10,11
Wed: Ecclesiastes 4: 13-16, Proverbs 12,13
Thu: Ecclesiastes 5: 1-7, Proverbs 14,15
Fri: Ecclesiastes 5:8-20, Proverbs 16



Tt R

ECCLESIASTES

Week 3 (July 13-17)

e Mon: Ecclesiastes 6:1-12, Proverbs 17
Tue: Ecclesiastes 7: 1-29, Proverbs 18
Wed: Ecclesiastes 8:1-17, Proverbs 19
Thu: Ecclesiastes 9:1-12, Proverbs 20,21
Fri: Ecclesiastes 9:13-18, Proverbs 22,23

Week 4 (July 20-24)

e Mon: Ecclesiastes 10:1-20, Proverbs 24
Tue: Ecclesiastes 11:1-6, Proverbs 25,26
Wed: Ecclesiastes 11:7-10, Proverbs 27,28
Thu: Ecclesiastes 12:1-8, Proverbs 29,30
Fri: Ecclesiastes 12:9-14, Proverbs 31
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